
Advent 2017



Advent Prayer

• Word of God – 2 Samuel 7:22-29
• O God, during this Advent season, open our 

eyes and hearts to see your handiwork in our 
lives. Keep us faithful and courageous in your 
service and always provide a guiding hand 
when we lose our way. This we pray in Jesus’ 
name. Amen



David’s Virtues

 Israel’s greatest king
 Larger-than-life hero
 Shrewd military leader
 Skilled politician
Gifted poet + musician
 Father of a royal dynasty
 Prototype of Messiah
Heart for God



David’s Vices

 Fearful, flawed and failing
Argumentative, arrogant, 

ambitious
Greed, lust, rage, haunting 

dread
A real person w/ profound 

psychological depth



Historical Context
• Exodus from Egypt – c. 1250 BC 
• Period of the Judges – c. 1200-1020 BC
• Gideon, Deborah, Samson – Judges 5-16
• Spirit-filled military leaders whose primary function 

was to deliver Israel from Canaanite enemies w/ 
God’s help

• Cycle: sin, punishment, repentance, deliverance –
Jud 2:11-3:6

• “In those days there was no king in Israel; all the 
people did what was right in their own eyes” 17:6



“The Lord is King”

• Ps 93 – throne stands firm, trustworthy

• 96:10-13 – governs with equity, justice

• 99:4 – justice and judgment  worship

• 146:3-10 – raises up those bowed down



Israel Requests a King
1 Sam 8:6-22

• He will take your sons and daughters…

• He will take the best of your fields, 
vineyards…

• He will tithe your crops…

• He will take your servants…

• You will complain …



“Not so, there must be a king over us.  
We too must be like other nations, 
with a king to lead us in warfare and 
fight our battles.” 1 Sam 8:19-20



Israel’s Ideal King
Deut. 17:14-20

“He shall have a copy of this law [Torah] … 
He shall keep it with him and read it all the 
days of his life that he may learn to fear 
the Lord, his God, and to heed and fulfill 
all the words of this law…”



Israel’s King - Psalms

• Ps 2 – “You are my son…ask of me and I will 
give you the nations as an inheritance,… you 
shall rule them with an iron rod…”

• Ps 72 – “he shall defend the afflicted…the lives 
of the poor he shall save …”

• Ps 110 – “You are a priest forever…”



Saul – c. 1020-1000 BC

Samuel to Saul (1 Sam 15:22):

“Obedience is better than sacrifice, and 
submission than the fat of rams.

For a sin like divination is rebellion,

And presumption is the crime of idolatry.

Because you have rejected the command of the 
Lord, he, too, has rejected you as ruler.”



David is God’s Anointed Choice

• “Samuel’s response [to Saul] was: ‘You have 
been foolish! … your kingdom shall not 
endure. The Lord has sought out a man after 
his own heart…” 1 Sam 13:13-14

• “Not as man sees does God see, because 
man sees the appearance but the Lord looks 
into the heart.” 1 Sam 16:7



David possesses qualities necessary to be Israel’s King

1 Samuel 17



David and Saul

• “And Jonathan entered into a bond with David, because 
he loved him as himself. J divested himself of the 
mantle he was wearing and gave it to D, along with his 
military dress, and his sword, his bow and his belt” 

1 Sam 18:3-4

• Saul’s daughter Michal marries David 1 Sam 18:27

• “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of 
thousands” 1 Sam 18:7

• “Saul discussed his intention of killing David w/ his son 
Jonathan and w/ all his servants” 1 Sam 19:1



“I will not raise a 
hand against my 
Lord, for he is the 
Lord’s anointed 
and a father to me”  

1 Sam 24:11



Saul’s Remorse

• “You are in the right rather than I; you have treated me 
generously, while I have done you harm. Great is the 
generosity you have showed me today, when the Lord 
delivered me to your grasp and you did not kill me…I know 
that you shall surely be king…” 1 Sam 24: 18-20 

• “I have done wrong… you have held my life precious today. 
Indeed, I have been a fool and made a serious mistake… 
Blessed are you, my son David!  1 Sam 26:21-25



King David • Mourns death of Saul and 
Jonathan 2 Sam 1:1-27

• “David was thirty years old when 
he became king, and he reigned 
for forty years” 2 Sam 5:4

• Captures Jerusalem (Zion) to be 
capital

• David brings the Ark of the 
Covenant to Jerusalem

• David routs the Philistines 2 Sam 
5:20

• Brings unity to all Israel



Summary: David vs. Saul

• Saul was impetuous, rash, envious, 
tormented, fearful, disobedient, 
disconnected from God

• Davis was divinely favored, had a heart for 
God, confident in God’s plan, respectful of 
Saul’s anointed status by God  Israel’s 
ideal leader



God’s Covenant with David
2 Sam 7:1-17

• David and Nathan: Who will build a “house” for 
whom?

• “Your house and your kingdom shall endure 
forever before me…”

• This pledge is permanent, unconditional and 
irrevocable

• D’s prayer of grateful praise – 2 Sam 7:18-29

• = the root of messianic hopes



Advent Reflection  

1. When God looks at my heart, what 
specific quality does he value most?

2. How can I best express that quality in 
my encounters this week?



Closing Prayer

God of our ancestors in faith, you chose 
David as a man with a heart dedicated to 
you. Strengthen my heart and make it 
responsive to your will. Send your Spirit 
upon me and give me the gift of wisdom and 
understanding to know You and your will for 
me. Amen


