For the Classroom – Formation in Christian Chastity, Grade 3

Theme: Mystery of the Triune God and the Human Family of God

Objectives:

1. 
Students will know that God is a community of persons, just as the family is a community of persons.

A. 
There is one God and three persons in the one God.

B. 
This is the mystery of the Most Holy Trinity.

• 
God is three Persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the

Holy Spirit.

• 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Sprit are a communion of Persons because they have loved each other from all eternity. Forever and ever! Amen.

2. 
Students will know that God made us in His image and likeness and, therefore, God created us to be a part of His Family! This is done by adoption through the sacrament of Baptism.

3. 
Students will know that children show love and obedience to God by showing love and obedience to their parents.

4. 
Students will know that God calls each individual family to be part of a larger family called the Church, the Roman Catholic Church that Jesus made while He was on earth.  It is still here today and will always be here until the end of the world!

5. 
Students will know that living lives of chastity is how we bind our families and the Church to God.

VOCABULARY:

Trinity - God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. One God in three Persons. All living in a perfect communion of love as a family!

Family - The group of persons who are related to each other like father, mother, children.  We are all members of God’s family by adoption through the sacrament of Baptism.

Church - The large family of God that Jesus created while he was on earth more than 2000 years ago. It is a community of all believers in Jesus Christ who are bound together by a common love for Jesus. It is also called the Mystical Body of Christ, for through Baptism we are bound together in the life of Jesus. The Church is found in its fullness only in the Roman Catholic Church.

Directions for Chalk Talk
Tell the children that today we are going to talk about a special way that we can live with

God. Tell them that every October the Church concentrates on a very special theme, Respect Life. Life, our very existence, is God’s most precious gift to us. If we want to respect this gift of life, we should learn to respect ourselves and others. One way, perhaps the most important way, we can respect ourselves and others is by living lives of “Chastity.” Write the word on the chalkboard over to the right side. Chastity is “Respecting Ourselves and Others.” Write this on the board underneath “Chastity” and draw an arrow to it.

Chastity helps us to live in community - to live with one another and with God. A community is a group which lives and works together. Can you think of some examples of community? Write the word “Community” far to the right at the top and list the children’s answers. Examples might be “schools,” “towns,” etc. You’re looking for the answers “families” and “church.” Ask questions until you draw these answers out.

When I look at all the communities you children have mentioned, I notice something. All

these communities are stronger when everybody gets along with each other, when everybody respects each other. Let’s take, for example, a group of friends, Derek, John and Bill. Let’s say they’ve been friends a long time, they’re a community. Now let’s say Derek hits Bill, because Bill won’t play a game that Derek wants to play. And let’s say John doesn’t like this and goes to Bill and says, “We shouldn’t be friends with Derek anymore.” Look what has happened. Because Derek didn’t live a life of chastity, because he didn’t respect Bill and thought only about himself, the community that was Derek, John and Bill has been destroyed. Living a life of chastity is when we think about and respect others and when we think about and respect God and ourselves. So living lives of chastity, respecting ourselves and others, helps to create and maintain communities. Write the word “Community” underneath “Respecting Ourselves and Others” and draw an arrow to it.

Chastity sounds a lot like the word “love,” doesn’t it? In fact we can say that love equals

chastity and chastity equals love.

Looking at the communities you all have mentioned. I notice that there are a lot of communities.

Discussion Questions:

Question:
Do you know why there are so many communities?

Answer: 
It is because God made people in His likeness and image.  And do you want

to know something fascinating?  God, Himself, is a community.  That’s right!

(Write “God” in the center of the chalkboard toward the top.)

Question: 
Does anyone know what the Holy Trinity is?

Answer: 
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

(Around the word “God,” draw a triangle which points to the right. Label the

top point “Father,” label the left-point “Son,” and underneath “Son” write “Jesus.” Label the right-point “Holy Spirit.”)

This is called a “mystery.” There is only one God. But God, Himself, consists of three distinct persons: “Father,” “Son,” and “Holy Spirit.” God is in community with Himself.  The greatest minds that have ever lived have never completely understood this mystery, but we know it’s true, because God told us it’s true in the Bible. It’s not surprising that since God is a community and since we are made in God’s image and likeness, that we always live in communities.

Now, of all the communities you children have listed, there are two that I want to concentrate on, because they’re the two most important communities that we live in. The first is families. Write the word “Family” underneath the Holy Trinity triangle.  Usually, a family consists of a mom, a dad, and children. Draw an inverted triangle around the word “Family”. Then label the top left corner with “Father,” the top right corner with “Mother,” and the bottom-center corner with “Children.”  At this point, a child may raise the question, “But what if there’s not a ‘mommy’ or a ‘daddy’ in the family?” Tell them you’ll get to that in a minute, but that you want to make another point first.

Now here’s something really cool. God loves us so much that he came up with a way that we could join the community of our families with His community of the Holy Trinity. Through the sacrament of Baptism we become God’s adopted children. Write the word “Baptism” between the two triangles. Draw an arrow from “Family” to “Baptism” and an arrow from “Baptism” to “Jesus” and an arrow from “Jesus” to “God.” 

Through Baptism, we join with Jesus in His life, death and resurrection.  We are united to

Jesus who becomes our brother.  Since Jesus is now our brother, God the Father becomes our Father.  The love which exists between the Father and the Son - the Holy Spirit - comes to live in us.  Through Baptism, we are drawn into the community of the Holy Trinity.  All the sacraments strengthen our bond with the Holy Trinity, but it is the sacrament of Baptism which draws us into the Holy Trinity in the first place and makes Jesus our brother.  Since Jesus is our brother, God is our Father.  But you know what else it does?  Who was Jesus’ Mom?  That’s right, Mary.  So if Jesus is our brother, who is our Spiritual Mother? (Mary)  And Jesus had a foster-father who protected Him here on earth, didn’t He?  Who was that? (Joseph)  When we are baptized, in a very real sense, Joseph becomes our foster-father and protector, too. When we are baptized, not only are we drawn into the Holy Trinity through Jesus, we are also drawn through Jesus into the Holy Family.

Sometimes, in our families here on earth, we may not have a mommy or a daddy in our family. We all have mommies and daddies, but maybe they’re not in our family. That’s sad, isn’t it? But even when this happens, through our Baptism we always have a mother in Mary. We always have the best brother you could want in Jesus. We always have God as our Father. And we always have St. Joseph as our protector and foster-father.

Now, looking at these two connected triangles, would you like to know what other community they represent, which is on our list of communities? Answer: The Church. Draw a large circle around both triangles and write above the triangles “The Church.” This is what the Church really is. It’s all the families which have ever lived or are alive today, united to God through Jesus. Draw a circle around Jesus’ name.

In fact, the Church is called the Mystical Body of Christ because it is through Jesus that all of us in our families are united to God. All of this added together – people in families united to the Holy Trinity through Jesus - is the Church.

Oops. I forgot something. Angels. Angels are spiritual beings, created by God the Father through Jesus, who have stayed with God. Write “Angels” to the left of “Son” and “Jesus” and draw an arrow pointing to and from Jesus. Explain that angels were created through Jesus. (Draw an arrow pointing from “Jesus” to “Angels.”) They have chosen to stay with Jesus. (Draw an arrow pointing to “Jesus.”)

There. Now the Church is complete.

So you see, this is why living lives of Chastity – respecting ourselves, respecting our moms and dads, respecting our brother and sisters, respecting others who also live in our families, and respecting God - is so important.

The Church can never be destroyed. But our relationship to the Church can be destroyed

in the same way Derek’s relationship with John and Bill was destroyed. We want to always live lives of chastity to remain in and strengthen the Church. And one crucial thing we can do to remain in the Church is to pray always. I’m going to tell you a story now about a Saint who prayed always to remain united to the Holy Trinity and the Church.

St. Patrick of Ireland:

St. Patrick lived 1600 years ago. He had many misfortunes happen to him. He grew up in England, but was kidnapped by pirates when he was just a young boy. He was sold as a slave in a different country called Ireland. As a slave he had to sleep outdoors and take care of the sheep for his master. God was with St. Patrick just like God is with you and me all the time. St. Patrick turned to God in prayer! He said 100 prayers to God every day. And St. Patrick listened to God in silence. God helped St. Patrick escape and he found his way safely home. But in his heart, St. Patrick knew that God wanted him to return to Ireland. St. Patrick could hear the little children of Ireland calling out to him in his heart. The children wanted to hear the stories that St. Patrick would tell about Jesus. After St. Patrick was ordained a priest and then a bishop, he was sent to Ireland where he taught the people about God using the shamrock. He taught them that God was One God, but Three Divine Persons. St. Patrick taught them something that Jesus taught him: “Pray Always!”

Now, let’s review just a little bit.

Discussion Questions:

Question: 
How do we know that there is one God and Three Divine Persons in God?

Answer: 
Because Jesus told us. And Jesus is God.  Chastity is trusting in God, one God in three Divine Persons! Chastity is praying always. Chastity is obeying God’s voice by obeying Mom and Dad! Choosing what is good and not choosing what is bad. Chastity is taking care of our bodies and respecting the bodies of others.

Question: 
How do we become part of God’s family?

Answer: 
By Baptism! In Baptism we are adopted into God’s Family.

Question: 
What is the Church?

Answer: 
The Church is the Family of God. We enter into this family by Baptism. The true Church is called the Roman Catholic Church, since is was founded by Jesus Christ more than 2000 years ago and is still here today. It is also called the Mystical Body of Christ, because we live in Christ by virtue of our Baptism and by our life in the sacraments. The Church includes more than the people on earth. It also includes the people in heaven and the people in purgatory.

Question: 
What was the most important thing that St. Patrick did after he was captured and how did this affect his life?

Answer: 
He prayed! 100 prayers each day! Prayer made him a saint! Without prayer, we cannot become saints. Without prayer, we cannot get to heaven.

