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Hello and welcome to the DTI class on speaking about God to those who for whatever reason
reject or have no knowledge of him. I appreciate that you have chosen to spend so much of 
your time thinking and talking about this most important and relevant topic.

In our first class we will discuss several of the reasons why we should care about atheism. 
Part of the motivation will be given by Fr. Robert J. Spitzer SJ - a physicist, lecturer, and one 
of the American Church’s most outspoken experts in the area. We will see part of his keynote
address to a 2012 conference on Faith and Reason. If we have time, we will also listen to part
of a talk given by Jennifer Fulweiler, a former atheist and well-known convert to Catholicism
as she discusses her own personal journey from atheism to the Church. Finally, we'll examine
the first half of Trent Horn’s book Answering Atheism.

Assignment: Answering Atheism, pages 9-122.

The following questions will help guide your reading:

1. Is belief in God solely a matter of faith? (pp 22ff)

2. You have probably noticed that debates or discussions about God turn emotional or 
passionate, especially in family contexts. Why would this be an emotional topic for an
atheist?
(pp 25ff)

3. A friend says to you, “The only reason that you aren’t Hindu is because you were 
born in a Christian society. Religion is all a subjective experience.” How do you 
respond? (pp 32f)

4. An atheist co-worker says to you “Don’t you think that people just use God as a way 
to explain stuff that science hasn’t figured out yet?” Explain to her what you’ve 
picked up by reading Trent Horn on the subject. (p 33ff)
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5. An atheist asks for proof of God’s existence, saying that he is open-minded as long as 
you produce “some kind of proof.” How do you respond to that given the discussion 
on pages 41-43?

6. A college student who is studying astronomy says that her own questioning the 
existence of God began when she discovered just how huge the universe really is and 
how insignificant human beings are in comparison. What would Trent Horn say as 
counter-argument? (p 44)

7. Your son has recently taken up with some atheist friends at college, has stopped going
to church, and tells you that he no longer believes in God. While talking with him, he 
says to you, “Look, Mom(Dad), here’s my point. I see stuff - real, verifiable stuff - all 
around me but I never see God. It just seems really obvious to me that God doesn’t 
exist. So tell me: What would I have to do to prove to you that there is no God?” (pp 
45-50)

8. Why aren’t theists hypocrites for believing in their version of God and rejecting all 
the other “gods” who have been worshiped throughout human history? (pp 55-57)

9. The pre-teens in your RE class return from Christmas break to tell you about a 
website one of them discovered that is devoted to the Flying Spaghetti Monster. 
“That’s so cool. I wanna worship a God like that!” one of them says. What can you 
tell them? (pp 57-59)

10. A friend asks you how you could possibly believe in God when you can’t explain how
He has done anything. How do you reply? (pp 61f)



Answering Atheism
Class 1 Preview Sheet

Deacon RJ Marcantonio, PhD
11. Someone says to you that God isn’t omniscient because He doesn’t know what it’s 

like to feel emotions. How do you respond? (p 67)

12. An RE student says, “One of my friends at school said that she doesn’t believe in God
because there’s lots of stuff He can’t do, like make a rock so big that even He can’t 
lift it.” What do remind her and the class? (pp 67f)

13. What do the arguments against God based on his attributes all seem to assume about 
God as a person? (pp 65-72)

14. Someone argues with you that God, if He exists at all, isn’t perfect. He must be 
lonely; why else create a universe and people to watch over? Doesn’t that make us 
“pets”? (pp 73)

15. Someone you’ve known on a first-name basis at your parish has begun to stay away 
from Mass. The man who tells you this says, “I know his wife’s been sick for awhile 
and may have gotten a little worse. When we were talking I told him that it’s just God
will for us to suffer. He got mad and I haven’t seen him since. What should I have 
said?” (pp 79f)

16. Your young teenage daughter watches the evening news with you and says, “Every 
day the news is full shootings, robberies, and all kinds of evil stuff. Why did God 
make the world with evil in it?” (pp 82ff)

17. An atheist challenges you: “It doesn’t seem to me that God exists; if you think He 
does then please explain to me why He doesn’t just put an end to pointless suffering.” 
(pp 90-94)
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18. What is the ‘emotional problem of evil’ and how are we urged to handle it? (pp 97f)

19. What is the major claim of the contingency argument? How could God be exempt 
from it? (pp 108-112)

20.  A neighbor tells you that she has been watching a series on PBS about the cosmos. 
“It’s really interesting!” she said. “Last night they said that the latest scientific 
research points toward the universe creating itself. Sorry, I don’t mean to be insulting;
I know you still go to church and all that. But doesn’t that kind of make God 
unnecessary, like the universe really doesn’t have to depend on God? I mean, what if 
it depends on something else?” (pp 113ff)


