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Assignment: Answering Atheism, pages 123-233.

The following questions will help guide your reading:

1. Summarize the problem with the assumption that the universe is infinitely old (pp 123-127).

2. In RCIA, a catechumen asks, “Well, if everything needs a cause, what caused God?” (p 133)

3. Your atheist friend only half-jokingly says to you, “OK, so God has no body, no voice, takes up
no space... sounds like 'nothing' to me. Do we agree that 'nothing' caused the universe?” (p 138)

4. Summarize the fine-tuning argument (pp 150-159).

5. Why can't an atheist reasonably insist that the universe is the way it is either because it had to 
be that way (pp 163-165), is coincidence (pp 165-166), or just random chance (pp 166-169)?

6. Respond to the atheist who says to you, “OK, maybe an intelligent designer exists, but how 
does that prove the existence of the Christian God?” (pp 174-175)
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7. If there really is such a thing as objective morality, then why doesn't everyone agree on it? (pp 
183-185)

8. Why can't we simply assume that moral truths exist either as “brute facts” (pp 188-189), from 
inside a person (pp 194-195), or from society? (pp 195-197)

9. What is wrong with the Platonic view that virtues “just exist,” like the laws of nature? (p 204)

10. A  skeptical RE student asks, “Do we call things wrong because God says they are or does God 
say they're wrong just because they really are wrong?” (p 212)

11. Why isn't personal experience of God enough? (pp 220-221)

12. Your brother-in-law says to you, “Does God exist – who cares? I get along in life just fine 
without him. Why should I care whether he exists or not?” (pp 225-228)


