Works of Mercy
Handout 1
The Corporal Works of Mercy
Feed the hungry
Give drink to the thirsty
Clothe the naked
Visit the sick and imprisoned
Sheltering the homeless
Bury the dead
Give alms to the poor

Ministry Formation 2021
The Spiritual Works of Mercy
Instruct the ignorant
Admonish the sinner
Counsel the doubtful
Comfort the sorrowful
Forgive injuries
Bear wrongs patiently
Pray for the living and the dead

CCC 2447 “The works of mercy are charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our
neighbor in his spiritual and bodily necessities. Instructing, advising, consoling, comforting are
spiritual works of mercy, as are forgiving and bearing wrongs patiently. the corporal works of
mercy consist especially in feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked,
visiting the sick and imprisoned, and burying the dead. Among all these, giving alms to the poor
is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal charity: it is also a work of justice pleasing to God:
He who has two coats, let him share with him who has none and he who has food must
do likewise. But give for alms those things which are within; and behold, everything is
clean for you. If a brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of daily food, and one of you says
to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the things needed for
the body, what does it profit?”
Epic National 120 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXg91sK5KAs
Catholics Come Home YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK3Ff94CU2Otsk0C1rpQPOA
www.magiscenter.com
MERCY: The loving kindness, compassion, or forbearance shown to one who offends (e.g., the
mercy of God to us sinners) (1422, 1829). (CCC Glossary)
WORKS OF MERCY: Charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our neighbors in their
bodily and spiritual needs (2447). The spiritual works of mercy include instructing, advising,
consoling, comforting, forgiving, and patiently forbearing. Corporal works of mercy include
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, sheltering the
homeless, and burying the dead (2447). (CCC Glossary)
Matthew 10:8 “without cost you have received; without cost you are to give.”
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GRACE: The free and undeserved gift that God gives us to respond to our vocation to become
his adopted children. (CCC Glossary)
Ephesians 2:4-9 “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us, even
when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ by grace you have been
saved, raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the
ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of
God; it is not from works, so no one may boast.”
JUSTICE: The cardinal moral virtue which consists in the constant and firm will to give their due
to God and to neighbor (1807). (CCC Glossary)
1John 1:3-4 “what we have seen and heard we proclaim now to you, so that you too may have
fellowship with us; for our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are
writing this so that our joy may be complete.”
Matthew 6:1 “take care not to perform righteous deeds in order that people may see them; a
otherwise, you will have no recompense from your heavenly Father.”
JUSTICE: The cardinal moral virtue which consists in the constant and firm will to give their due
to God and to neighbor (1807). (CCC Glossary)
SOCIAL JUSTICE: The respect for the human person and the rights which flow from human
dignity and guarantee it. Society must provide the conditions that allow people to obtain what
is their due, according to their nature and vocation (1928, 1931). (CCC Glossary)
SOCIAL TEACHING: The teaching (social doctrine) of the Church on the truth of revelation about
human dignity, human solidarity, and the principles of justice and peace; the moral judgments
about economic and social matters required by such truth and about the demands of justice
and peace (2419-2422). (CCC Glossary)
“The Church exists to evangelize.” Evangelii Nuntiandi
“The Church exists to give glory to God and to continue Christ’s work of salvation…” Co-workers
in the Vineyard of the Lord https://www.usccb.org/upload/co-workers-vineyard-lay-ecclesialministry-2005.pdf
2Thessalonians 3:10 “In fact, when we were with you, we instructed you that if anyone was
unwilling to work, neither should that one eat.”
CCC 2459 “Man is the “author, center and goal of all economic and social life.”
Matthew 5:10-12 “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and
utter every kind of evil against you [falsely] because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward
will be great in heaven. Thus they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
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Isaiah 5:20 “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light
for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!”
Acts 2:42-45 “They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal
life, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, and many
wonders and signs were done through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all
things in common; they would sell their property and possessions and divide them among all
according to each one’s need.”
Matthew 23:1-5 “Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, “The scribes and
the Pharisees have taken their seat on the chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things
whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. For they preach but they do not
practice. They tie up heavy burdens [hard to carry] and lay them on people’s shoulders, but
they will not lift a finger to move them. All their works are performed to be seen.”
Luke 18:10-14 “Two people went up to the temple area to pray; one was a Pharisee and the
other was a tax collector. The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself, ‘O
God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity—greedy, dishonest, adulterous—or
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.’ But the
tax collector stood off at a distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his
breast and prayed, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ I tell you, the latter went home justified,
not the former; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles
himself will be exalted.”
“Do not accept anything as the truth if it lacks love, and do not accept anything as love which
lacks truth, as one without the other becomes a destructive lie.” St. Pope John Paul II
Faith & Works: James 2:14-26 “14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith
but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister has nothing to wear
and has no food for the day, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat
well,” but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it? 17 So also faith of
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 Indeed someone may say, “You have faith and I have
works.” Demonstrate your faith to me without works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you
from my works. 19 You believe that God is one. You do well. Even the demons believe that and
tremble. 20 Do you want proof, you ignoramus, that faith without works is useless? 21 Was not
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered his son Isaac upon the altar? 22 You
see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by the works. 23 Thus
the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness,” and he was called “the friend of God.” 24 See how a person is justified by works
and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by
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works when she welcomed the messengers and sent them out by a different route? 26 For just
as a body without a spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.”
The Judgment of the Nations: Matthew 25:31-46 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be
assembled before him. And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the
king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you
clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous* will
answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did
we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to
you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ Then he will say
to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no
drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and in
prison, and you did not care for me.’ Then they will answer and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?’ He
will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one of these least ones, you did
not do for me.’ And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
Acts 6:1-4 “At that time, as the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists
complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution. So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, “It is not
right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. Brothers, select from among you seven
reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, whereas
we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’”
Luke 3:11 “He said to them in reply, “Whoever has two tunics should share with the person
who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise.”
VIRTUE: An habitual and firm disposition to do the good. The moral virtues are acquired
through human effort aided by God's grace; the theological virtues are gifts of God (1803). (CCC
Glossary)
“Nobody cares how much you know, until they know how much you care.” Theodore Roosevelt
Director of Catholic Charities: Cathy Weightman-Moore: 815-399-4300
CWeightman-Moore@RockfordDiocese.org
The Appearance to the Seven Disciples: John 21:1-15 cf “After this, Jesus revealed himself
again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias…Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They
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said to him, “We also will come with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that
night they caught nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on the shore; but the
disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, have you caught
anything to eat?” They answered him, “No.” So he said to them, “Cast the net over the right
side of the boat and you will find something.” So they cast it, and were not able to pull it in
because of the number of fish.
So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When Simon Peter heard that it
was the Lord, he… jumped into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, for they were not
far from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the net with the fish. When they climbed
out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some
of the fish you just caught.”
So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred fifty-three large fish.
Even though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come, have
breakfast.” And none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they realized it
was the Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the
fish. This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised from the
dead.”
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
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