


The  Church is Mystery
“It is the mystery of God’s dwelling with humanity through Jesus
Christ in the Holy Spirit. Reciprocally, it is the believers’ dwelling with
God by Faith.

To be aware of this mutual indwelling is tantamount to perceiving the
glory of God in Christ, even under the conditions of the Cross.

The existence and unity of the Church themselves pertain to thisThe existence and unity of the Church themselves pertain to this
mystery.” (Tavard 201)

It is within this context of mystery that we will be reflection on the
Sacraments of Holy Orders and Matrimony: “…sacraments directed to
the salvation of others.” (CCC 1534)



Faith In  the Mystery of Salvation
Faith is a gift from God, who created us and has claim to us. As there
is no salvation without faith, God’s gift of faith demands a response.
Sacred Scripture calls this living response to God “the obedience of

Faith.” (CCC 143)

In light of revealed truth, our living response to God must be to,
“intentionally,” put God first in all things and intentionally live the
demands of faith including:

 Humility: God is God and we are not Humility: God is God and we are not
 Obedience: In the dimension of a gift-of-self freely given
 Trust: In the dimension of surrender—“your will not my will…”
 Loyalty & Love: As a movement of our free will—a choice
 Belief that Jesus is Lord: As a conclusion of reason—see Mk 9:14-25

 Holy Action: “What you did for the least of these, you did for me…”



Sacraments of  Vocation & Service
Holy Orders & Matrimony



The Sacrament of Holy Orders
Instituted by Christ, configured to Christ, His mission and His Church



The Three Degrees of the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders

“The divinely instituted ecclesiastical ministry is exercised 
in different degrees by those who even from ancient times 
have been called bishops, priests, and deacons.”

The “Church, recognizes that there are two degrees of 
ministerial participation in the priesthood of Christ: the ministerial participation in the priesthood of Christ: the 
episcopacy and the presbyterate.”

“The diaconate is intended to help and serve them. For this 
reason the term sacerdos in current usage denotes bishops 
and priests but not deacons.”



The three Degrees of the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders

“Yet Catholic doctrine teaches that the degree of priestly 
participation (episcopate and presbyterate) and the degree 
of service (diaconate) are all three conferred by a 
sacramental act called ‘ordination,’ that is, by the sacrament 
of Holy Orders:

‘Let everyone revere the deacons as Jesus Christ, the 
bishop as the image of the Father, and the presbyters as 
the senate of God and the assembly of the apostles. For 
without them one cannot speak of the Church’” (CCC 1554, St. 

Ignatius of Antioch)



Threefold Oder of Ordained Ministry
The Episcopacy   

“The Second Vatican Council ‘teaches…that the fullness of Holy 
Orders is conferred by Episcopal consecration.’” CCC 1557

In “the ordination of a bishop, the matter is the laying of hands on 
the head of the bishop-elect by the consecrating bishops…; the 
form consists in the words of the consecratory prayer, of which the form consists in the words of the consecratory prayer, of which the 
following belong to the essence and are consequently required for 
validity; So now pour out upon this chosen one that power which 
is from you, the governing Spirit whom you gave to your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, the Spirit given by him to the holy apostles, who 
founded the Church in every place to be your temple for the 
unceasing glory and praise of your name.” The Rites Volume Two p25-26



Threefold Oder of Ordained Ministry
The Presbyterate  

The Second Vatican Council teaches that the “…function of the 
bishops’ ministry was handed over in a subordinate degree to priests” 
as “co-workers of the episcopal order.” CCC 1562

As with deacons, in the ordination of presbyters, “the matter is the 
laying of the bishop’s hands on the individual candidates…; the form
consists in the words of the consecratory prayer, of which the consists in the words of the consecratory prayer, of which the 
following belong to the essence and are consequently required for 
validity; Almighty Father, grant to these servants of yours the dignity 
of the priesthood. Renew within them the Spirit of holiness. As co-
workers with the order of bishops may they be faithful to the ministry 
that they receive from you, Lord God, and be to others a model of 
right conduct.” The Rites Volume Two p25



Threefold Oder of Ordained Ministry
The Diaconate  

The Second Vatican Council teaches that  at “…lower level of the 
hierarchy are to be found the deacons who receive the imposition of 
hands not unto the priesthood, but unto the ministry…only the bishop 
lays hands on the candidate, thus signifying the deacon’s special 
attachment to the bishop in the tasks of his ‘diakonia.’” CCC 1569

In the ordination of deacons, “the matter is the laying of the bishop’s In the ordination of deacons, “the matter is the laying of the bishop’s 
hands on the individual candidates…; the form consists in the words 
of the consecratory prayer, of which the following belong to the 
essence and are consequently required for validity; Lord, send forth 
upon them the Holy Spirit, that they may be strengthened by the gift of 
your sevenfold grace to carry out faithfully the work of ministry.” The Rites 

Volume Two p25

Sacrum Diaconatus 1967 tells us that Orders configure the 
deacon to Christ with further development indicating that 
deacons are ordained non ad sacerdotiun, sed ad ministerium.



Threefold Oder of Ordained Ministry
Vatican II & Hierarchy

The Second Vatican Council, building on the work of Trent, Vatican I, 
and Pope Pius XII’s Sacramentum Ordinis teaches that “The diversity 
of ranks (Deacon, Priest, and Bishop) does not impaired unity…’the 
sacrament of orders, instituted by Christ, and by which spiritual power 
is imparted, and the grace conferred to properly carry out ecclesial 
function, is one and self-identical for the universal Church.’”

Vatican II went beyond Trent & Vatican I by stating that the episcopate Vatican II went beyond Trent & Vatican I by stating that the episcopate 
is a sacrament and that it has “the fullness of the Sacrament of 
Orders.” 

All authority and faculties that are granted to and exercised by the 
presbyterate and the diaconate reside with the Bishop. The Theology of the Priesthood 

p180-184



Threefold Oder of Ordained Ministry
Vatican II & Hierarchy

“In the current consciousness [intention] of the Church, there is only one single 
sacrament of Holy Orders.”
 Vatican II, expanding on Pius XII’s teaching, affirmed that this unity includes 
the episcopate, the priesthood, and the diaconate;
 According to Paul VI, only these three ordained ministries constitute the 
clerical state;
 Paul VI, & CCE 1570 teaches that the deacon receives the character of the 
sacrament of Holy Orders;sacrament of Holy Orders;
 CIC Canon 1008 (1983) states that all three orders of ordained ministers are 
exercised in persona Christi Capitis. International Theological Commission: From the Diakonia of Christ to the Diakonia of the 

Apostles p 108

 Pope Benedict in 2009 issued motu proprio Omnium et Mentem that changed 
C1008, 9 to include only presbyters and bishops reflecting that there are two 
modalities of participation in the ONE Sacrament of Holy Orders. Deacon W. T Ditewig, Ph.D.



Theology of Orders
Service of Charity and Mercy



Theology of Orders
Service of Charity and Mercy

“By making the suffering of others His own, and pouring forth His
divine compassion, the Father shows infinite sensitivity for humanity
including His Son such that in giving His Son, He truly gives all that
He has and all that He is.” (Kereszty 399).

“The Son agrees from all eternity with the Father’s decision to save us
and he makes the Father’s love for fallen humanity his own: For his
love of the Father, he agrees to be sent.”

“Jesus alone experiences the evil of our sins in their full gravity and
by making the misery of the sinner on the brink of damnation his own,
Jesus suffers in a way that no other human being can contemplate—
ripping the soul apart from the body.” (Kereszty 401-3).

“The Holy Spirit inspired and guided Jesus so that every action and
suffering in his life might become the effective realization of God’s
plan of salvation upon which the Father and Son had
decided in the Holy Spirit from all eternity.”(Kereszty 416-17).



“Let everyone revere the deacons as Jesus Christ, the 
bishop as the image of the Father, and the presbyters as 
the senate of God and the assembly of the apostles. For 
without them one cannot speak of the Church.” (CCC 1534)



“The unfolding mystery of Christ is God’s response to 
the human yearning for pure, infinite love implicit in 

any genuine interpersonal relationship” 
Meeting God in Today’s World H.U. von Balthasar

In order to yearn for something, a person must have some understanding 
of what it is—and in humanity’s case, what was lost. Is it still possible for 
us to we see our Bishops, Deacons, and Priests in the person of Christ or 
is this something that we have lost? Have we lost our perception, our 
sense, of “mystery?”sense, of “mystery?”





God’s plan for Human Love & Salvation 
The Sacrament of Matrimony



God’s plan for Human Love & Salvation 
The Sacrament of Matrimony

Marriage is the “matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman
establish between themselves a partnership of the whole of life and
which is ordered by its nature to the good of the spouses and the
procreation and education of offspring.” (CIC 1055).

Marriage was raised to the dignity of a Sacrament by Jesus Christ and
as such, all valid marriages between baptized Christians are
sacramental and therefore indissoluble and exclusive. (CIC 1055:2, 1056)

“The essential properties of marriage are unity and indissolubility,“The essential properties of marriage are unity and indissolubility,
which in Christian marriage obtain a special firmness by reason of
consent.” (CIC 1056)

An effect of marriage is an exclusive and perpetual bond that, by
God’s sacramental grace, continually prepares and strengthens each
spouse for their equal dignity, duties, and rights before God & man. (CIC

1145)



God’s plan for Human Love & Salvation 
The Sacrament of Matrimony

Marriage has a central place in God’s plan of salvation in Christ: A
husband and wife are meant to work together--doing whatever good it
takes--to help each other and their family to flourish in the eyes of the
God.

We can see the importance of marriage throughout Sacred Scripture
starting with the first chapter of Genesis and carrying through to the
21st chapter of Revelation.



God’s plan for Human Love & Salvation 
The Sacrament of Matrimony

Speaking about the mystery of marriage in God’s plan for salvation,
Scripture Scholar Dr. Mary Healy writes:

“Marriage is, in fact the Bible’s deepest underlying symbolic key for
expressing the relationship between God and man.”

And quoting St. John Paul II she continues:

“That mystery, as God’s salvic plan in regard to humanity, is in a“That mystery, as God’s salvic plan in regard to humanity, is in a
certain sense the central theme of all revelation, its central reality.” (Healy 67)



God’s plan for Human Love & Salvation 
The Sacrament of Matrimony

God authored the sacrament of marriage as “a communion of
persons, whereby the unity between man and woman is a transparent
expression of their inner selves.”

Our ability to perceive each other in this way was wounded by sin
however, the restoration of this reality in Christian marriage is a
sacramental sign of the new creation, a sign of hope for humanity as a
whole.

In a certain sense, all sacraments of the New Covenant find their
prototype in marriage. (Healy 68, 88)



In the Beginning…



In the Beginning…

“God created Man in his image; in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.” (Gen 1:27)

“The Lord God said: It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make
him a helper to suit him…

So the Lord God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was
asleep, he took out one of his ribs…then built the rib that he had taken
from the man into a woman…from the man into a woman…

This one, at last, is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; This one
shall be called woman for out of man this one has been taken. That is
why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the
two of them become one body.” (Gen 2:18-24)



In the Beginning…

The creation stories in Genesis use mythic and symbolic language to
reveal profound truths about God and His original intention for human
life, including marriage. These truths include:

 Humans are a unity of body and soul and the human body by its 
nature says “I am a person, and therefore I am of infinite value. I 
am to be treated with dignity and respect. The only proper 
response to me is love.”

 When God created Man as male and female, He ordered two  When God created Man as male and female, He ordered two 
different, distinct, and complimentary ways of being human: 
masculine and feminine.

 Made for Union: “The body, in its sexual complementarianism, 
reveals that we are created for relationship, for interpersonal 
union…The male body has a marvelous and unique capacity for 
union with the female body, and the female body with the male.”



In the Beginning…

In creating Man in His image, God established Man as the primordial
Sacrament of Creation; “understood as a sign that efficaciously
transmits in the visible world the invisible mystery hidden in God from
eternity.”

In His Image, God created man as a communion of persons meant to
join together and become one flesh in the dimension of self-giving
love that images the self-giving love of the Blessed Trinity. (Gen 2:24, TOB 167).

“In the mystery of creation, man and woman are a reciprocal gift” and“In the mystery of creation, man and woman are a reciprocal gift” and
the whole of creation, Original Innocence and Freedom, pertain to
Man’s capacity for self-giving.

“Additionally, as a communion of persons, in a sate of innocence,
grace, love, and justice, God establishes the Primordial Sacrament of
marriage.” (TOB 201-3)



Original Sin



Original Sin

In the first sin, man and woman “…chose to realize their human
existence in conscious independence from and opposition to God.”

This was made possible by their nature as beings endowed with
complete self-determination.

Due to this “Original Sin,” all human beings are born without God’s
grace and are inclined to ratify the same option for themselves.

When sinful Man falsely proclaimed to be the Absolute Being and soleWhen sinful Man falsely proclaimed to be the Absolute Being and sole
arbiter of good and evil, Man alienated himself from God, his true self,
and from others. (Kereszty 331-34)



Original Sin

This false autonomy from God has been reinforced by the
accumulation of personal sins that has created a universal sinful
environment…and a gravitational pull of sin so strong that no man or
woman can break free.

Reinforcing this falsehood requires each person to set himself/herself
above God and all other people.

We try to subjugate and suppress others and to control and moldWe try to subjugate and suppress others and to control and mold
God, as did our first parents. In this way, all sins to varying degrees
are personal offences against God the Father. (Kereszty 332-35)



Original Sin
“In every case, by sinning we distort or repress our knowledge of
God and no longer know the holy and loving One who has created
us out of love and whose will is our life and fulfillment.”

“All of this has had a disastrous affect on marriage. We are torn
between the desire to achieve personal self-fulfillment regardless
of the needs of others and the equally powerful yearning to belong
to others in order to alleviate our unbearable loneliness.” (Kereszty 332-35)

One can make a good case that Original Sin was intended to be,
and is, a sin against marriage.



Original Sin

With Original Sin, the unity between body and soul was wounded and
the corruption of human nature so great that man lost sight of the
value and dignity of the human person. (Kereszty 332-35)

After Original Sin, people have been often treated as Human Capital—
something to be used rather than respected.

This too has had a disastrous effect on marriages as Original Sin and
the evil that echoes from it, constantly works to destroy the spousalthe evil that echoes from it, constantly works to destroy the spousal
relationship between man and woman, Christ and His Church.



Original Sin

When spouses agree to and choose to let the sinfulness of the world
into their marriage, they ratify the choice our First Parents made when
they had committed the Original Sin, when they said to God, “We will
decide what is good and what is evil, not you.”

This is very common as life challenges and temptations are immense.

However, God gave husbands and wives to each other to walk
through this life together and he has not left us alone—Jesus showsthrough this life together and he has not left us alone—Jesus shows
us the way and the Holy Spirit is an endless font of grace, of strength
and of wisdom.



After the Fall



After the Fall
In the beginning, man and woman--living in a state of original
innocence, justice, and nakedness--were “joined in a blissful union of
open communication and selfless reciprocal love. They experienced
the fullness for which every married couple longs…[including the]
capacity to be united with him [God] in love forever.” (Healy 31)

However, when sin entered the world, no longer was the other viewed
as a gift-of-self to be accepted and then returned in kind but rather the
other was often reduced to an object to be used.

With sin infecting the human heart, marriage, in the eyes of man, fell
from a Holy Covenant to merely a human contract or even less.

Jesus returns marriage to a Holy Covenant and elevates marriage to a
Sacrament of the Church by first appealing to the beginning: Jesus
shows us that Marriage is a “Sacrament of Redemption.” (Kereszty 331)



Marriage as a Sacrament of Redemption
“Jesus’ victory over death reveals that there is no sin against life, no
matter how great, that cannot be forgiven. There is no interior wound
that cannot be healed, no broken self-image that cannot be restored,
no habit or disorder that cannot be set right—all by the power of the
infinite love pouring out from Jesus’ pierced side. This is the message
of hope that we are to bring to a world that has lost its bearings.” (Men &

Women are from Eden: Dr. Mary Healy 109)

In the light of Christ and His Bridegroom, the Church, how is marriageIn the light of Christ and His Bridegroom, the Church, how is marriage
shown to be a “Sacrament of Redemption” in the real world today?



Marriage as an Image of Salvation



Marriage as an Image of Salvation



Marriage as an Image of Salvation
The unfolding mystery of God’s response to the human salvation in
Christ includes the outpouring of sacramental grace through the
Sacrament of the Church and through the Sacrament of Marriage.

Marriage Restored in Christ

Through Baptism, men and women are transformed, by the power of
the Holy Spirit, into a new creation in Christ.

This new life in the Holy Spirit sanctifies and elevates men and womenThis new life in the Holy Spirit sanctifies and elevates men and women
so that through the movement of grace, they share in God‘s very own
divine life.

It is within this new Christian context that Jesus has raised marriage
between the baptized to the dignity of a sacrament.



Marriage as an Image of Salvation
Jesus heals marriage and restores it to its original purity of
permanent self-giving in one flesh (see Mt 19:6).

In restoring to marriage its original meaning and beauty,
Jesus proclaims what the Creator meant marriage to be―in
the beginning.

He does so because marriage is to become the visible
embodiment of his love for the Church.embodiment of his love for the Church.

In His espousal of the Church as his Bride, Jesus fulfills and
elevates marriage and in doing so he reveals his own love in
all its perfection.



Marriage as an Image of Salvation
Marriage as an image of Salvation in Christ becomes even clear
when we consider that as husband and wife are meant to unite
their love for each other to Christ’s love for his bride, the Church
as they are also to unite their suffering to the suffering of Christ on
the Cross.

However, this can be difficult if not impossible if husbands and
wives compromise with an inherently sinful cultural that often
seeks to undermine the teachings of Christ and to redefine all thatseeks to undermine the teachings of Christ and to redefine all that
is holy.

One way Jesus is present to light the way can be found in the
Beatitudes.



Marriage as an Image of Salvation
As couples journey together through this life, Jesus shows us—using
the Beatitudes as a guide--that marriage as an image of salvation
could look something like this:

 Husbands and wives are to continually help each other to be poor 
in spirit—encouraging each other to remember the need for God in 
their lives, never forgetting their place before God, never coveting, 
always grateful, always prayerful;  

 They are meant to comfort each other in times of sorrow or  They are meant to comfort each other in times of sorrow or 
mourning, they are to help each other to trust in God and each 
other;

 Husbands and wives are to be that “Dark Night of the Soul” 
companion during times of devastating spiritual isolation and 
loneliness;



Marriage as an Image of Salvation
 They are to help each other to be meek and humble before the God, 

never boasting or lording over each other or anyone else and, with 
charity, let each other know when pride-fullness is creeping into 
their marriage;

 Husbands and wives are to nurture an environment of mercy, 
charity, hope, and forgiveness where self-giving is motivated only 
by Love;

 They must work ceaselessly to ensure that their marriage is pure  They must work ceaselessly to ensure that their marriage is pure 
and that no one is used as a means to an end;

 Husbands and wives must courageously stand together in the face 
of sin and evil regardless of cultural persecutions—they are never 
to let the other stand alone; 



Marriage as an Image of Salvation
 They work to inspire each other to look beyond the horizon to a 

time when the Kingdom of God is a reality in the world;

 Husbands and wives spiritually comfort each other when they are 
alienated, insulted, or persecuted and, together, they join their 
suffering to the suffering of Christ;

 They are each other’s primary spiritual companion on your faith 
journey and pilgrimage through this worldly life.

When the Beatitudes are lived by a husband and wife, their marriageWhen the Beatitudes are lived by a husband and wife, their marriage
becomes defined by the light of Christ.

However, we are far from perfect and we just do the best we can
including frequently receiving the Sacraments of Reconciliation and
Holy Communion.



Marriage as an Image of Salvation
One of my theology professors suggested that our understanding of
salvation is like a mosaic and that throughout life, the Holy Spirit will
show us the tiles that go into that mosaic.

When I close my eyes and pray for my marriage the mosaic that I see
is that of a man and woman helping each other carry the other’s
cross, and when the cross of one becomes unbearable, they look to
one side and see the hands of their spouse straining against the
weight and when they look to the other side they see the hands of
Jesus also straining against the weight—neither willing to let the other
fall.

I see that many of the tiles that make up this mosaic are scratched,
cracked, or broken but that’s OK because in Christ Jesus, all things
are made new.
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