“God’s Co-workers”
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The Call of Simon the Fisherman: Luke 5:1-11

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was
standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the
fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the
boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from
the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. After he had
finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets
for a catch.” Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have
caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” When they had done
this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. They signaled
to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and filled both
boats so that they were in danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at
the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” For
astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those with him,
and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon.
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”
When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him.



1John 4:8 “God is love.”

CCC 221 “But St. John goes even further when he affirms that "God is love": God's very being
is love. By sending his only Son and the Spirit of Love in the fullness of time, God has revealed
his innermost secret: God himself is an eternal exchange of love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
and he has destined us to share in that exchange.”

o CCC 257 “O blessed light, O Trinity and first Unity!” God is eternal blessedness,
undying life, unfading light. God is love: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God freely wills to
communicate the glory of his blessed life. Such is the "plan of his loving kindness",
conceived by the Father before the foundation of the world, in his beloved Son: "He
destined us in love to be his sons" and "to be conformed to the image of his Son", through
"the spirit of sonship". This plan is a "grace [which] was given to us in Christ Jesus
before the ages began", stemming immediately from Trinitarian love. It unfolds in the
work of creation, the whole history of salvation after the fall, and the missions of the Son
and the Spirit, which are continued in the mission of the Church.”

The Great Commission: Matthew 28:18-20

“Then Jesus approached and said to them, ‘All power in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.””

St. Bonaventure “If you have learned everything except Jesus, you know nothing. If you’ve
learned nothing but Jesus, you have learned everything.”

1 Corinthian 3:9 “we are God’s co-workers...”

. Ephesians 2:4-9 “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us, even
when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ by grace you have been
saved, raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the
ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of
God; it is not from works, so no one may boast.”

. Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”



