




The Stahl Family



Brainstorming

When you think of 
“Respect Life 

Ministry,” 
what comes to 

mind? 

• Your name
• Your parish & 

city



Pope Francis, Spes non confundit, 20

“The death and resurrection of 
Jesus is the heart of our faith and 

the basis of our hope.”





Pastoral 
Plan for Pro-
Life 
Activities 
(PPPLA)
•Affirms value and 
inviolability of human 
life

•Appeals to respect, 
protect, love, and 
serve every human life



Spectrum 
of Respect 
Life Issues

Abortion, abortion healing End of life issues

Assisted suicide and euthanasia IVF/Reproductive technology

Capital Punishment Mental health

Care for the chronically disabled Natural family planning

Care for prisoners and those on 
death row

Pregnancy care and walking 
with parents in need

Catholic care for the sick and 
dying

Promotion and defense of 
marriage

Catholic care for victims of 
violent crime  and domestic 

violence

Pornography

Catholics in political life - faithful 
citizenship

Racism

Conscience protection Religious Liberty

Contraception and sterilization Vaccines and biomedical 
research



Where do we begin? …



Where do we begin? …

"We must begin with a commitment never to 
intentionally kill, or collude in the killing, of any 
innocent human life, no matter how broken, 
unformed, disabled or desperate that life may 
seem" 
-- Living the Gospel of Life, no. 20, USCCB



Where do we begin? …
"Some behaviors are always wrong ... Abortion, 
the direct taking of innocent human life prior to 
birth, is always morally wrong, as is the 
deliberate destruction of human embryos for any 
reason. Assisted suicide and euthanasia are not 
acts of mercy but acts that are never morally 
acceptable. Direct attacks on innocent civilians 
during war and terrorist acts targeting 
noncombatants must always be condemned.
 
-- Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities, USCCB



The Bishops’ Plan: Four Pillars …

Public 
Information 

and Education
Pastoral Care Public Policy 

Efforts 
Prayer and 

Worship



Parish Respect Life Committee
GOALS: 

1. Coordinate parish participation in the USCCB respect life program

2. Implement intentions of the pastor and the diocese

Specifically, 
Foster awareness (Education)
Stay informed (Public Policy)
Sponsor prayer (Prayer)
Support maternity services, post-abortion counseling (Pastoral Care) 



Parish Respect Life Committee
STRUCTURE: 

Include: 
Adults and youth

Persons with disabilities, minority cultures, and those responsible for education 
and pastoral care

Chaired by Parish Respect Life Coordinator (PRLC)
Appointed by the pastor

Recruit volunteers 

Gets direction from diocesan LiFE Office

Cooperates and supports other parish ministries

Prioritizes their own faith journey, prayer, formation, and service



Respect Life Calendar of Observances



Formation





Prayer







Accompaniment







Ministry of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops



Advocacy







Four Pillars Exercise 
Public 

Information 
and Education

Pastoral Care Public Policy 
Efforts 

Prayer and 
Worship

For your assigned Respect Life issue: 
1. Identify an event, program, or initiative that would address your assigned pillar of Respect 

Life ministry.
2. Write a one or two sentence description of this event/program/initiative.
3. Identify the “why.” Why does your parish need this event/program/initiative? Why should 

folks attend or participate?
4. List some logistics: target audience, how to promote, approximate costs, who will fund it, 

what supplies you will need, what sort of help will you need, etc. 
5. Identify objections you may have to answer. Costs too much! No one will come! 

FIRST THINGS FIRST: PRAYER!



@rockford_life 

Life.rockforddiocese.org

Text LIFEDIGNITY to 84576 to 
receive our Flocknote emails

@RockfordLiFE

Life & Family 
Evangelization Office
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