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The Catechumenate 
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1. Redemptoris Missio 3 “God is opening before the Church the horizons of a humanity more 
fully prepared for the sowing of the Gospel. I sense that the moment has come to commit 
all of the Church's energies to a new evangelization and to the mission ad gentes. No 
believer in Christ, no institution of the Church can avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim 
Christ to all peoples.”  
 

2. CCC 418 “As a result of original sin, human nature is weakened in its powers, subject to 
ignorance, suffering and the domination of death, and inclined to sin (this inclination is 
called "concupiscence").” 
 

3. Genesis 3:6-12 “The woman saw that the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eyes, 
and the tree was desirable for gaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; and 
she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both 
of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves. When they heard the sound of the LORD God 
walking about in the garden at the breezy time of the day, the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. The LORD God then called 
to the man and asked him: Where are you? He answered, “I heard you in the garden; but I 
was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid.” Then God asked: Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat? The man replied, 
“The woman whom you put here with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, so I ate it.” 
 

4. The Universal Questions: Restlessness = Disposition for faith 
• Who am I? 
• Where do I belong? 
• What is my purpose? 
• How do I deal with my brokenness? 

 
5. St. Augustine “God has made us for Himself and our hearts are restless until we rest in 

Him.” 
 

6. Redemptor Hominis 10 “Man cannot live without love. He remains a being that is 
incomprehensible for himself, his life is senseless, if love is not revealed to him, if he does 
not encounter love, if he does not experience it and make it his own, if he does not 
participate intimately in it.” 

 
7. 1 Timothy 2:3-4 “This is good and pleasing to God our savior, who wills everyone to be 

saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.”  
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8. James 2:19 “You believe that God is one. You do well. Even the demons believe that and 
tremble.” 

9. Directory for Catechesis 68 “Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty 
idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a 
decisive direction.” 
 

10. John 14:8-9 “Philip said to him, “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for 
us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know 
me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’?”  
 

11. CCC 781 “God has, however, willed to make men holy and save them, not as individuals 
without any bond or link between them, but rather to make them into a people who might 
acknowledge him and serve him in holiness…” 
 

12. CCC 1069 “The word "liturgy" originally meant a "public work" or a "service in the name 
of/on behalf of the people." In Christian tradition it means the participation of the People of 
God in "the work of God."5 Through the liturgy Christ, our redeemer and high priest, 
continues the work of our redemption in, with, and through his Church.” 
 

13. Ezekiel 36:26-28 “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit 
within you so that you walk in my statutes, observe my ordinances, and keep them. You 
will live in the land I gave to your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God.” 
 

14. 1Corinthian 3:5-6 “What is Apollos, after all, and what is Paul? Ministers through whom 
you became believers, just as the Lord assigned each one. I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God caused the growth.” 
 

15. Matthew 28:18-20 “Then Jesus approached and said to them, ‘All power in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of 
the age.”’ 

 
16. OHWB 8 “To be effective ministers of adult faith formation we will first, like Jesus, join 

people in their daily concerns and walk side by side with them on the pathway of life. We 
will ask them questions and listen attentively as they speak of their joys, hopes, griefs, and 
anxieties.” 

 
17. OHWB 82 “Our programs and ministries must be in touch with people's real 

circumstances and concerns. Just as Jesus did with the disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
we must journey with people, listen to them, share our faith, help them to find in the Good 
News the answer to their hearts' deepest questions, and prepare them to live as Jesus' 
disciples.” 
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18. OHWB 52 “A living faith is a searching faith—it "seeks understanding." Adults need to 
question, probe, and critically reflect on the meaning of God's revelation in their unique 
lives in order to grow closer to God. A searching faith leads to deepening conversion. Along 
the way, it may even experience doubt. Yet the essence of this quality of adult faith is not 
doubt, but search—a trusting, hopeful, persistent "seeking" or "hunger" for a deeper 
appropriation of the Gospel and its power to guide, transform, and fulfill our lives.” 

 
19. Philip and the Ethiopian: Acts 8:26-39 

 
20. OHWB 43 “Yet despite the consistency and clarity of this message, the Catholic 

community has not yet fully heard and embraced it. While most Catholic parishes place a 
high priority on the faith formation of children and youth, far fewer treat adult faith 
formation as a priority. This choice is made in parish staffing decisions, job descriptions, 
budgets, and parishioner expectations.” 

 
21. OHWB 39 “We are convinced that the energy and resources we devote to adult faith 

formation will strengthen and invigorate all the charisms that adults receive and the 
activities they undertake, in the Church and in society, to serve the Gospel of Christ and 
the people of today. Every Church ministry will be energized through a dynamic ministry of 
adult catechesis.” 
 

22. Redemptoris Missio 92 “Today, as never before, the Church has the opportunity of 
bringing the Gospel, by witness and word, to all people and nations. I see the dawning of a 
new missionary age, which will become a radiant day bearing an abundant harvest, if all 
Christians, and missionaries and young churches in particular, respond with generosity 
and holiness to the calls and challenges of our time.” 
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The Road to Emmaus: 

Luke 24:13-35 
 

“Now that very day two of them were going to 
a village seven miles from Jerusalem called 
Emmaus, and they were conversing about all 
the things that had occurred. And it 
happened that while they were conversing 
and debating, Jesus himself drew near and 
walked with them, but their eyes were 
prevented from recognizing him. 

He asked them, “What are you discussing as 
you walk along?” They stopped, looking 
downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know of the things that have taken place there in these days?” 

And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” They said to him, “The things that happened 
to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and 
crucified him. But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides 
all this, it is now the third day since this took place. Some women from our group, however, 
have astounded us: they were at the tomb early in the morning and did not find his body; 
they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who announced 
that he was alive. Then some of those with us went to the tomb and found things just as the 
women had described, but him they did not see.”  

And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets spoke! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 
enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them what referred to him in all the scriptures. As they approached the village to which 
they were going, he gave the impression that he was going on farther. But they urged him, 
“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with 
them. And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. With that their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, “Were not 
our hearts burning [within us] while he spoke to us on the way and opened the scriptures to 
us?” So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found gathered together 
the eleven and those with them who were saying, “The Lord has truly been raised and has 
appeared to Simon!” Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he 
was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.” 

 


